
Ecologies of Premodern Art – Workshop Series 
 
May 11, 2023, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 
Sedimentary Aesthetics: Painting on Stone and the Ecology of Early Modern Art  
Christopher J. Nygren (University of Pittsburgh) 
 
June 27, 2023, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 
Mining Ecologies and Resource Cultures in Pre-Industrial Europe 
Tina Asmussen (Deutsches Bergbaumuseum Bochum, Leibniz-Forschungsmuseum für 
Georessourcen) 
 
October 25, 2023, 17.00–18.30 (CET) 
Public Workshop 
A Methodological Reflection about Using Dead Butterflies for the Sake of Art and 
Research 
V.E. Mandrij (University of Konstanz) 
 
February 29, 2024, 17.00–18.30 (CET) 
Public Workshop 
 “The frothing of the hedges I keep deep inside me…” Hedges in early modern 
ecologies. (From Virgil to the invention of barbed wire) 
Leopoldine van Hogendorp Prosperetti (University of Houston) 
 
April 11, 2024, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 
Ecosensitivity in Early Modern Dutch Landscape Painting: Seeing through the Eyes 
of Latour and Rosa 
Marieke van den Doel (University of Humanistic Studies, Utrecht) 
 
May 23, 2024, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 
A visual history of the Lagoon of Venice 
Heiner Krellig (independent scholar, member of the Max Planck Partner Group „The 
Water City“) 
 
June 13, 2024, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 
Eco-Art avant la lettre? Das Flabellum von Tournus 
David Ganz (University of Zürich) 
 
October 10, 2024, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 



From New Spain to Mughal India: Rethinking Early Modern Animal Studies with a 
Turkey, ca. 1612 
Sugata Ray (University of California, Berkeley) 
 
November 8, 2024, 17.00–18.30 (CET) 
Public Workshop & Book Discussion 
Vegetal Art and Agency in Early Modern Europe: The Challenge of the Mandrake 
Ulrich Pfisterer (LMU Munich / Zentralinstitut für Kunstgeschichte) 
 
November 28, 2024, 17:00–18.30h CET 
Public Workshop 
Elemental Indigenous: A Planetary Approach to Porcelain in Early Modern China 
Feng Schöneweiß (KHI, Max-Planck-Institut, Florence) 
 
December 5, 2024, 17.00–18.30 (CET) 
Public Workshop 
The Limits of Eco-aesthetics in Early Modern Japanese Art  
Kristopher Kersey (Department of Art History, UCLA) 
 
January 15, 2025, 17.00–18.30 (CET) 
Public Workshop & Book Relaunch 
Bugging Bugs: Human-Insect Relations in the Netherlands, 1650–1900 
Charlotte Meijer (Radboud University, Nijmegen) 

Insects and Colors between Art and Natural History 
V.E. Mandrij (independent scholar) & Giulia Simonini (University of Konstanz) 
 
January 30, 2025, 17.00–18.30 (CET) 
Public Workshop 
Ecosensitivity in Early Modern Dutch Landscape Painting: Seeing through the Eyes 
of Latour and Rosa 
Marieke van den Doel (University of Humanistic Studies, Utrecht) 
 
April 4, 2025, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 
Whale Strandings and Capture as Indicators of Seventeenth-Century 
Environmental Change 
Charlotte Colding Smith (Universität Bonn) 
  
June 13, 2025, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 
Ecologies of Marble 
Marthe Kretzschmar (Universität Konstanz) & Anna Frasca-Rath (Universität Erlangen-
Nürnberg) 
  



Juli 24, 2025, 17.00–18.30 (CEST) 
Public Workshop 
Ecologies of Recovery: Complexifying Notions of Connectivity and Resistance in a 
More-Than-Human World 
Vera-Simone Schulz (Leuphana Universität Lüneburg / KHI Florenz) 
 
October 30, 2025, 17.00–18.30 (CET) 
Public Workshop 
Waste and Reuse – Ecologies of Premodern Art 
In cooperation with Francesca Borgo (Bibliotheca Hertziana Rome/University of St 
Andrews) & Ruth Ezra (University of St Andrews) 
With rapid fire papers by Katharina Bedenbender (HU Berlin), Kathrin Borgers (TU 
Dortmund), María Lumbreras (UC Santa Barbara), Christopher Heuer (University of 
Rochester)/Zuzanna Sarnecka (University of Bern), Anita Markmiller (University of 
Heidelberg) 
 
January 16, 2026, 17.00–18.30 (CET) -rescheduled- 
Public Workshop 
Just Art. Creating Common Grounds for Climate Justice Through Artistic Research 
Ann-Sophie Lehmann (University of Groningen) 
 
January 29–30, 2026, JGU Mainz 
Predoc Workshop 
Nonhuman Agency in the Premodern Image – Ecocritical Perspectives 
Organized by Malu Geißler (MLU Halle) & Camille Theisinger (JGU Mainz) 
 
March 12, 2026, 16.30–18.00 (CET) 
Public Workshop 
Arboreal Renaissance: The Ecology of the Early Modern City 
Natsumi Nonaka (Italian Academy, Columbia University) 
 
April 23, 2026, 16.30–18.00 CEST 
Public Workshop 
‘Toward an Ecocritical History of Early Modern Art’: A Conversation with the Authors 
Elizabeth J. Petcu (University of Edinburgh) & Maurice Saß (Alanus University) 
 
May 19, 2026, 12.00–13.30 CEST 
AG Erste Generation Kunstgeschichte meets… AG Ökologien vormoderner Kunst 
Wie lassen sich die in der Moderne kontextualisierten Begriffe der Klasse und der 
Ökologie fruchtbar machen für Auseinandersetzungen mit vormoderner Kunst? 
Mit Katharina Bedenbender, Monja Droßmann, Alessa K. Paluch Maurice Saß und Hui 
Luan Tran  
 
 
 



June 11, 2026, 16.30–18.00 CEST 
Public Workshop 
Ecologies of Salvage: Textiles, Rags and Wasteland Commons in the Breton 
Landscape 
Maura Coughlin (Northeastern University) 
 
June 25, 2026, 16.30–18.00 CEST 
Public Workshop 
Tamed Beauty, Resistant Knowledge: The Peacock Flower between Transhistorical 
Representation and the Politics of (In)Visibility 
Anita Hosseini (University of Applied Arts Vienna) 
 
October 2, 16.30–18.00 CET 
Public Workshop and Book discussion 
Pastoral’s End: Art, Ecology, and Catastrophe in Renaissance Italy  
Discussion with the author James Pilgrim and Christopher Heuer 
 
October 23, 2026, 10.00–11.30 CEST 
Public Workshop and Book discission 
Methods for Ecocritical Art History  
Discussion with the authors Olga Smith and Andrew Patrizio  
Co-hosted with the reading group Art | Material | Ecology  
(organized by Ursula Ströbele and Kaja Ninnis) 
 
November 27, 2026, 16.30–18.00 CET 
Public Workshop 
Climate Justice and Artistic Research. First Insights from the Just Art Research 
Project 
Ann-Sophie Lehmann (University of Groningen) and Marjolijn Bol (Utrecht University) 
 
December 11, 2026, 16.30–18.00 CET 
Public Workshop 
Framing and Reframing of a Wild Boar in 17th Century Florence 
Katharina Bedenbender (HU Berlin) 


